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“Whoever welcomes one of these little
children in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me does not
welcome me but the one who sent me.”

Mark 9:37
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Our Mission;
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is committed to
serving God by responding to the needs

of children, youth and families to make
a lasting difference in their lives.

Caring Christiansacrossthestatewant to get invol ved when hurting childrenareconcerned.
Thisbookletisdesignedtogiveindividuals, groups, or church congregati onsideasthat othershave
usedtohelpthechildrenof Missouri Baptist Children’ sHome.

A missionprojectistwiceblessed. . . it blessesthosewho participateintheproject aswell as
thosefor whomthework isdone. Itisour prayer that someof thesuggested projectsinthis
booklet will beworkablefor youor your group.

Missionprojectsarenot limitedtoany onetypeof group. Projectshavebeencompleted by
clubssuchasKiwanis, Lionsand Rotary; by churchgroupssuchasW.M.U., BaptistMen,R.A.’s
andG.A.’s,and Sunday School classes. Collegesportsteams, clubs, and groupshaveal so
completed mission projectstobenefittheChildren’ sHome.,

Pleasekeep usinformed of your mission project. Wewouldliketorecognizesomeof the
groupsinour monthly newd etter, theMessenger, whichisaninsert of the Word and Way and
ThePathway publications. Call uswithyour commentsor questionsat 1-800-264-6224.

Prayer Support

TheChildren’ sHomehasatrained professional staff composed of caring Christians.
However, afamily cannot be put back together without God’ shel p.

Pray for thechildrenandfamilies, and our staff at your weekly Wednesday night prayer
meeting at your church, or at theprayer request timeswhenyour group meets.

Of al theprojectsinthisbooklet, thisisthemostimportant. Please* pray without ceasing” for
thechildren, youth, families, and staff of Missouri Baptist Children’ sHome.



Volunteer Support

I nfor mation Resour ce

Helpkeepyour churchinformed about theservicesavail ablethrough Mi ssouri Baptist
Children’ sHome. Distributeliteratureexplainingeach of theprogramsoffered. Directthose
needing servicestotheChildren’ sHome. Helpfind Christianfamilieswhowouldbewillingtoserve
asfoster parents, adoptiveparents, or asaVisiting Resource.

VolunteersOpportunities

Volunteersareanimportant part of thework of Missouri Baptist Children’ sHome. The
aimof theV olunteer Programisto provideaquality experiencefor thevolunteer, withnumerous
opportunitiesfor serviceand personal growth. TheV olunteer Program providesaChristianwith
theopportunity for definitehandsonmissionwork.

Thevolunteer worksunder thesupervisionof theChildren’ sHomestaff. Thestaff workswith
thevolunteer to determineascheduleand work programwhichisacceptablebothtothevolunteer
andtheagency.

Just about every ability and tal ent apersonhascan beused to advantageat Missouri Baptist
Children’sHome.

Thefollowingaresomeof theongoing needsavail ablefor volunteers:

e tutors
career counselors
specid activitiescoordinators
groundsand maintenancecrew
barbergbeauticians
piano/guitar teachers

» clothesclosetorganizers

Volunteersareal soneededfor work projectsand annual festivals. Thesearelisted

separately inthisbooklet.

Mission Tours

Toursof thecampusesarearranged upon request and by appointment. Groupsor individuals
shouldcall forinformation. Toursarenot conducted on Sundays.

Baby Showers

TheCrisisPregnancy Programand M othersWith Children Program havebenefitted greatly
from baby showersheld at variouschurchesacrossthestate. Thebaby itemsareusedtohelp
young mothersget ahead start ontheroadto parenthood. Other itemsaresenttoinfant boarding
homesto providefor thebaby beforeadoptionsarecompl eted.

BibleDrive

Severd churchesacrossthestatehavehe d Bibledrivesto collect new Biblesfor thechildren
attheChildren’ sHome. TheNew International Versionispreferred.



Y outh Choir/DramaT our

Every year thereareyouth choirsand youth dramateamsfromMissouri churchesand
churchesacrossthecountry who performfor thechildrenonthevariouscampuses. It sagood
experiencefor theyouthgroupandisanexcitingactivity fortheM BCH residentsaswell.
Performancesof thistypewoul d need to bescheduled with Children’ sHomestaff well inadvance.

CottageSponsor ship

Cottage Sponsorsare needed for each of thehousesacrossthe state. A sponsor can beany
groupor individual willingtocommittoonefull year of sponsorship. Thelevel of sponsorshipis
decided by theindividual sponsor. Somewill committoregular financia support, or providingfunds
for birthday or Christmasgifts. Otherswill pledgecontinued prayer support, andacommitment to
meet thespecial needsof thecottageitself.

Each sponsor will beass gned aspecified houseandwill receivequarterly updatesincluding
thecurrent residents, their first names, agesand birthdates; and thecurrent needsof that particul ar
house.

A Cottage Sponsor may want to planatriptovisit their sponsored cottage, or takethe
residentsof thecottageonaoff-campustriptothezoo, aball game, or apicnic. All activitiesneed
tobescheduledthroughtheChildren’ sHomestaff.

Work Projects

M any groupshavecontributed tothe Children’ sHomeby doingwork projects. A few

examplesare:
1.  ConcordBaptist ChurchinSt. Louisrenovated staff apartmentsontheBridgeton
Campus. Thisincludedwall patching, removingold carpeting, repairing cabinets,

hanging closet doorsand painting.

2. KirkwoodBaptist Churchin St. Louispainted two staff homesontheBridgeton
Campus.

3.  TheyouthgroupfromFirst Baptist ChurchinSpringfielddidyardwork onthe
HutchensCampus.

4.  FirstBaptist Churchof Ferguson organized andinventoriedrecreationa equipment
and thegiftroomontheBridgeton Campus.

All fiveof thecampusesoccasi onally need hel pintheareaof maintenanceandyardwork.
Someof theprojectsneeded now arepai nting and caul king, panel repair, roofing replacement and
repair and concretework.

Collect Needed Supplies

InDecember, 1993, theBarton Dade A ssociationhada® Pack-A-Barrel” Day for theGreg
Dalton CampusinLamar. ThePack-A-Barrel concept goesway backinMBCH history tothe
dayswhen churchesall acrossthestatewoul d pack barrel swith nonperishablefood and dry goods,
and shipthemtotheChildren’ sHome. Thismight beagood activity tocombinewithan® Old
Fashioned Day” atyour church.

Dueto statehealthregul ations, the Children’ sHomecannot accept homecanned or home
baked goods. Freshfruitsor vegetablesareaccepted.



Countlesschurches, missiongroupsand organi zationshavecollected needed itemsto benefit
Missouri Baptist Children’ sHome. Below isageneral needslist of itemsthat wouldbegreatly
appreciated. A list of currently neededitemsislisted on our web-siteat www.mbch.org.

NEEDSLIST

Baby Items:

School [tems:

Hygieneltems:

Cottageltems:

Recealvingblankets
Heavier blankets
Diapers
Undershirts

Pampers(sm.,med.,|g.)

Clothes(0-12mo.)
Nail clippers
Bouncers
Mobiles

Spira notebooks

Pens(black, blue, red)

Scissors
Coloredpencils

Toothpaste
Conditioner
Brushes
Chapstick
Feminineproducts
Petroleumjéely

Paper towels
Dryer sheets
Toilet paper
Kitchenlinens

Shampoo
Powder

Wipes

Lotion

Socks (0-24 mo.)
Cribsets

Q-tips

Strollers
Educational toys

Backpacks

Rulers
Combinationlocks
Index cards

Lotion
Combs
Hair spray
Acnecream

Stylinggel

Laundry soap
Kleenex
Bedlinens
Cleaningsupplies

Bottles

Diaper bags

Car seats& pumpkinseats
Sleepers(sm.,med.,1g.)
“Onedes’

Bibs

Cribsand mattresses
Swings

Exersaucers

Typing paper

Construction paper
Threeringbinders
Foldersw/pockets& prongs

Toothbrushes

Bar soap

Shampoo

Deodorant (roll-on)

L g. hair combsand picks

Napkins
Bathlinens
Trashbags(13gal.)
Ziplockbags

The Children’s Home cannot accept any productsin aerosol cans.

SpecialOffering Support

Celebration Offerings

Mr. & Mrs. JamesRook of Raytown cel ebrated their goldenwedding anniversary recently.
Theinvitationssuggested theguestsbring groceriesfor theChildren’ sHomeinlieuof anniversary
giftsforthecouple. Theresultwaseightlargegrocery bagsfull of food, paper and cleaning supplies
fortheByrneCampus. Thisideacouldbeusedinconnectionwithany celebrationor social gathering.
Groceries, hygieneitems, paper products, or cash could berequestedto benefit theChildren’s

Home.



Birthday Offering

TheBirthday Offering hasbeenapart of Missouri Baptist Children’ sHomesince 1890.
Birthday cards, pencils, envel opesand brochuresareavailableuponrequest tohel pyour church
promotetheofferingwithinyour congregation.

A possiblemission project could besending out birthday cardstothechurch congregation, or
usingtheother materia stoget theBirthday Offering started.

Todd Decker, pastor of First Baptist Churchin Neosho devel opedtheideaof havinga
birthday party toraisemoney for the Children’ sHome. Every year in January, they setup 12tables
intheir fellowshiparea, onefor eachmonth of theyear. Aspeoplecomein, they sit at thetabl eof
themonthof their birthday. Thetable saredecorated accordingtothemonth of theyear. Usually
somegamesareplayed, thenthey servecakeandicecream. Thecakesaredifferent for eachtable.
After refreshments, arepresentativefromthe Children’ sHomegivesashort explanation of the
needsof theHome, andthentheBirthday Offeringistaken.

Special OfferingPromotion

Findwaysto promoteand publicizespecia Children’ sHomeofferingsliketheBirthday
Offeringand StateMissionsOffering. Consider aposter contest, poem, or “ newspaper ad”
contest. Or how about writingaskitto performfor worship service, Sunday School class, or other
specia occasion.

TheMuggersClub

Several churcheshaveorganized“Mugger’ sClubs’ tosupporttheBirthday Offering. This
ideabeganasajokeby Dr. Bob Springate, vicepresident of publicrelationsand devel opment.

Dr. Springatetoldthecongregation®l’ mgoingtomugyour pastor.” Afterarousingtheir curiosity
he presentedthepastor with abirthday offeringmug, andtheMugger’ sClubwasformed.

Birthday mugsareintendedfor thosedonorsgivingadollar for eachyear of their lifeontheir
birthdays. Somechurcheshaveanannual, monthly or weekly presentati on of mugstothosewho
havegiventheir designated offeringamount. Othershaveacontinuingclub. Eachpersongivinga
dollar ayear hashisor her namedisplayedinaprominent place. Andstill othershangthemugson
hooksinthechurchdiningroomwiththeperson’ snameprinted aboveor below. Thoseindividuas
usetheirownmugat churchsocials.

A new mugisoffered eachyear toencourageindividual stosendtheir special birthday offering
annudly.

Memorialsand Honorariums

Memorial giftsprovideanexcellent way toexpressyour loveand concernfor someonewho
hasgoneontobewiththeL ord, or asacomfort for thefamily of the deceased.

Honorariumgiftsserveasawonderful display of admiration, loveandrespectinhonor of a
birthday, anniversary, Mother’ sDay, Father’ sDay, Vaentine' sDay, or other special occasion.

Whenamemorial or honorariumgiftisreceivedathank youletter issent totheindividual
sendingthegift. If requested, anacknowledgment cardisal so senttothefamily, inthecaseof a
memorial gift,anddirectly totheindividual honoredwithanhonorariumgift. Thenameof the
individual beingrecognized aswell asthedonor will beprintedintheM essenger pagesof theWord
andWay and ThePathway. Memorial and Honorarium packetsareavailableupon request.



Fund Raising Support

Bike-A-Thon

Y outhof all agesarebecominginvolvedinbike-a-thonstoraisemoney for different charities.
Someof our Missouri Baptist Churchesthroughtheir missiongroupshavehel dbike-a-thonsand
sentthemoney tothe Children’ sHome. Inabike-a-thon participant obtainspledgesfromhis
neighbors, friends, andfamily membersfor thedistancehe/sheridesinthebike-a-thon.

Severa worthwhileactivitiescould beplannedin connectionwiththebikeride. Prayer and/or
mission study could beheld beforetheridetakesplace. It could beused asasocial event for the
missiongroupsinvolved. Adultsnot wantingtoridecould beused assponsorsor judges.

Walk-A-Thon

Thewalk-a-thonisvery muchlikethebike-a-thon. Itisfor all ages. Cedar City Baptist
Church, withabout 30in Sunday School each Sunday, planned awal k-a-thonand raised $1,000
fortheChildren’ sHome,

Theplanissimple. A day issetfor thewalk-a-thon. Each personwalking obtainspledges
fromtheir sponsorsinadvance, for eachmilewaked. Sponsorsarefriends, family, neighbors, or
colleaguesfromwork. Most peoplearewillingtodonatetoaworthwhileministry for children.

Tournaments

Several churchesacrossthestatehavesponsoredeither volleyball or golf tournaments, with
theproceedsto benefit the Children’ sHome.

HonoringMothers

SouthsideBaptist ChurchinFulton honorstheir mothersinaspecia way onMother’ sDay.
Likemany churchesthey honor theol dest mother, themother with theyoungest baby, themother
withthemost children present, etc. .. Instead of presentingflowerstothesemothers, acontribu-
tionismadeby thechurchinthesemothers namestoMissouri Baptist Children’ sHome.

Baby-sitting

A goodideawassent to usby themembersof Harrisburg Baptist Church. A groupatthis
churchdidbaby-sittingand sent themoney they received tothe Children’ sHome. Thiswouldbe
anexcellent projectfor Acteensor Baptist Y oung Women.

ChristmasMoney Tree

Emmanuel Baptist ChurchinWebb City hasamoney treeat Christmastimeto substitutefor a
giftexchange. Instead of givingagift at Christmastime, they put money onthe Christmastree.
Everyoneenjoyswatchingthetreegrow week by week. Thereisgreat satisfactioninknowingthat
hurting childrenandyoutharebeing hel ped. What better way to celebrateour Lord’ shirthday than
sharingwith childrenwhohavenooneelsetogotofor help.



MusicNight/Sing-a-long

Every churchand community hasmusi cgroupsand peoplewholovetosing. Y our church
could haveaspecia musicnight. Invitemusiciansfrom other churchesor denominationstoshare
theirtalentswithyour congregation. A loveoffering could betaken duringtheperformancefor the
childcareministry.

Mile of Pennies

Cave SpringsBaptist Churchin Neosho created theideaof collectingamileof penniestobe
donatedtotheChildren’ sHome. They discoveredthat sixteen pennies, placedsideby side, equal
onefoot, and 5,280 feet equal sone milewhichtotal s$844.80. A penny basket wasplaced at the
entranceof thechurchfor peopletodeposit their pennieseach Sunday.

One Sunday amonththegroupwoul d haveapenny march duringthemorningworship
service. Themembershipwould marchtothefront of thechurchtodeposittheir pennies. A chart
wasvis bleshowingthegrowthof thepenny collection. Initially thiswasayouthgroup project, but
it soonspreadtotheentirechurch. Inthreeyears, thechurch collected over $3,000in pennies.

First Baptist ChurchinDiamondkicksoff V acation Bible School eachyear withapenny
march. Penniesarecollected eachday, withtheboysand girlscompeting agai nst each other to see
whichgroup cancollectthemost. TheVBSenthusiasmasgrowneachyear, asthepennies
continuetocomein. Duringtheir 1995V acation Bible School, they raised $1,845for the
Children’sHome.

Similar tothegroupfrom First Baptist Churchin Diamond, Sul pher SpringsBaptist Churchin
Eldorado Springscollectspenniesfor their Vacation Bible School Offering. Theytoohavea
competition betweentheboysandgirls. However, they constructed abal ance scalewithabucket
oneachsidetoweighthepenniesonadaily basis. Each day thegroup withthemost penniesinthe
bucket werethewinners. But thebigwinnerswerethechildrenat the Children’ sHomeasthe
reci pientsof thisspecia offering.

Cookbook Collection

Beverly HillsBaptist ChurchinIndependencerecently publishedacookbook for sale. The
proceedsarebeing senttothe Children’ sHome.

FestivalSupport

TheFestivals

Strawberry Festival - First Saturday inJune
AppleFestival - Second Saturday in September
OzarksBerry Festival - Third Saturday in July

Thefestivalsprovidean abundanceof opportunitiesfor missions. Eachyear weareinneed
of hundredsof handmadequiltsand craftsfor saleand auction. A group could haveaweekly
meeting day towork oncraftsor quiltsfor theupcomingfestival.
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Festival asaMission Trip

Many churchesand church groupsmakethefestival satimefor anannual trip. Friendsand
supporterscomein busses, vansand carsfromall over Missouri to spendtheday at oneof the
threeannual festivals.

It givestheman opportunity to seethework of theHomeand to haveagood time of
fellowshipfor theentirefamily. Toursof thecottagesareavailable, andthestaff of theChildren’s
Homeisavailabletoanswer questions.

Festival Volunteers

Many of thevolunteer opportunitiesat the Children’ sHomearelimitedtothosewholivenear
oneof thecampuses.
Thefestivalsprovidean opportunity for churchgroupsliving further away toprovideaneeded
servicetotheChildren’ sHome. Someexamplesare:
South Haven Baptist Churchin Springfield hasprovided OzarksBarbecuesincethefirst year
of theOzarksBerry Festival in1983.
First Baptist ChurchinWright City isresponsiblefor thehamburger stand at the Strawberry
Festival inBridgeton, and hastrained thehamburger stand crewsat theother twofestivals.
Orchardowner Leroy Knox, hasinvolved hischurch, EnonBaptistinHolden, inproviding
apples, applecider andcider dushiesforthe AppleFestival inPeculiar.
For anyoneinterested, thereisajobfor youandyour group at thefestivals.

Festival Entertainment

Musi cgroups, puppet groups, clowns, sol oi sts, duets, and other entertainerswithvarious
talentsperformat thethreefestivals.

Their performanceservesasamission project for thegroup, and entertainment for thefestival
attenders. Itisacritical part of thefestival activities.



Main Campus
11300 St. CharlesRock Rd.
Bridgeton, MO 63044

314-739-6811
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P.O.Box447 141 West DD Hwy. P.O.Box568 604 Washington
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