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On occasion, I will have someone come up to me while visiting a church, 

an Association event, or a related MBC gathering, asking as to the �nancial 

well-being of MBCH. Thus far in my time as President, my answer has 

remained very consistent. Due to the favor of the Lord, the leadership and 

management of previous Presidents, Robert Kennison and Russell Martin, and 

the generosity of our donors, MBCH is �nancially healthy. Then, I follow that 

information with a statement along the lines of and the only way for us to 

remain in this condition is if the giving remains consistently generous.

MBCH is a “fees for service” entity, meaning that we provide speci�c services—

whether related to child welfare (foster and residential care) or intellectually 

and developmentally disabled adult residential care. These services are 

compensated by a revenue stream, such as contractual dollars through 

the State of Missouri Children’s Division or other governmental sources. 

Regardless of the revenue stream, there consistently remains a “gap” between 

what is received for services and the actual costs for providing those services.

In fact, in 2025 there have been a series of events wherein we have either 

launched new ministry e�orts, relocated previous o�ce locations, or added 

o�ce spacing due to the expansion of ministries that came with zero revenue 

streams whatsoever. For instance, when we launched our Housing Stability 

Program as part of The LIGHT House in Kansas City, we recognized that our 

former maternity home clients were struggling to �nd stable, a�ordable 

housing. This creates a potential crisis that many times results in children being 

removed and placed into the foster care system. At MBCH, we believe that 

prevention should be a primary course of action, so without any revenue stream in 

hand, we launched a self-funded program to help these struggling moms.

Similar is the story of our prevention-based Stronger Family Services ministry 

on the Bridgeton Campus, as well as extensive costs for o�ce relocations 

for The LIGHT House in Kansas City, the MBCH Foundation in Je�erson City, 

and our latest o�ce addition at Macedonia Baptist Church for part of our 

Spring�eld o�ce sta�. So, yes, we are healthy, but there is a signi�cant �nancial 

gap between contract service fees received and what must be generated by 

donor dollars and investment income.

For 2026, that estimated “gap” within a projected $30 million budget is 

between $6-8 million dollars. Approximately $2 million will be covered 

by investment income projections, leaving approximately $6 million plus 

to come from donor sources (Cooperative Program, MMO, church gifts, 

individual donor gifts). If those dollars do not come in, ministries will have 

to be cut and principle will have to be utilized from funds, which will have a 

negative impact on investment income. So, yes, we are healthy �nancially…

as long as the generous giving remains consistent.  

Thank you for your incredible faithfulness! As we approach the end of the 

year, we are in the �nal push to meet our annual budgetary needs for 2025 

and prepare for the necessary funding gap in 2026.

Your gift of any size today will allow us to continue 
making an eternal impact on the lives of Missouri’s 
most vulnerable children and families.

Thank you for all that you do for your MBCH!      

ExcitingWins

You

You might see numbers on a report, but sometimes the 

most transformative progress happens on a personal, 

human level. When we asked our locations for their most 

exciting recent accomplishments that wouldn’t necessarily 

appear in statistical data, here’s what they shared:

Investing in Healing. At the Joplin O�ce, Family Resource 

Development (FRD) supervisor, Angie Gentry, is now a 

licensed Trust-Based Relational Intervention Practitioner!  This 

allows us to o�er free trauma-informed parenting classes to 

birth families, increasing their self-worth and equipping them 

with essential parenting skills.

The Power of Second Chances. At the Hutchens/Mt. 

Vernon campus we’re celebrating tremendous personal 

progress from our clients. We’ve seen them turn things 

around after receiving second and third chances. Even 

better? Former clients are still reaching out for employment 

help and resources, proving our connections last a lifetime.

Crisis to Stability. In Bridgeton through our In-Home 

Pregnancy Services, we housed two pregnant mothers and 

their children who were facing homelessness. One mother 

achieved stability in just four months—securing housing, 

employment, and regaining custody of her children. 

Meanwhile, our Transitional Living Program (TLP) youth 

are mastering lifelong skills like budgeting and healthy 

relationships.

The Success You Made Possible
Every success story you read above—the newly licensed 

practitioner, the mother who achieved stability, the youth 

mastering budgeting—was made possible because you 

chose to support our ministry in 2025. Your generosity 

funded the training, provided the shelter, and allowed our 

sta� the time and resources to o�er those crucial second 

and third chances.

As we look ahead to 2026, the need to build stability, 

teach lifelong skills, and provide healing remains constant. 

Will you renew your commitment today? Your sustained 

support is essential to ensuring these life-changing 

ministries continue to serve the most vulnerable children 

and families in the coming year.

Help us write the success stories of next year!

The Stories Our Statistics Don’t Tell

Give Today to Support

Our 2026 Ministries
mbch.org/give

bridgingbridging
T H E  GA P

Dr. Juston Gates, DMin
President, MBCH mbch.org/give
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HEALING

HOPE

HEALING

HOPE

As many of you are aware, the foster care crisis in our state continues to be an area of concern, not 

just at the state and local level, but across all of our communities. In seeking solutions, we must 

always return to the most basic human need.

The beloved Dorothy in the famed The Wizard of Oz did much more than simply hit the proverbial 

nail on the head with her statement, “There’s no place like home.”  Without the character 

knowingly doing so, she created a sentence that sums up our deepest desire with the ministry 

e�orts that we make at MBCH: providing an “at home” experience for those who have been placed 

into our care.

The Ultimate Destination: Home with the Lord

Now, before you jump to the faulty conclusion that we value creating an “at home” experience more 

than we desire honoring and exalting the name of our Lord, let me humbly remind you that part of 

what we, as Christians, most desire and anticipate is the future home that we will experience with 

Jesus, which He Himself has prepared for those who follow after the Great Shepherd.

The Gospel of John reminds us of the very words of our Savior as He attempted to comfort His 

disciples after notifying them of His soon-coming departure from their physical presence.

In John 14:3, Jesus declared, “If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take 

you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.”  The “if” at the beginning of this statement is not 

actually a possibility; it is what is referred to as a �rst-class Greek conditional sentence. We translate 

this structure into English using “if,” which often presupposes multiple outcomes.

That is not the meaning of the statement made so emphatically by our Lord. Jesus more so was 

indicating that “since” or “because” He was going away, two outcomes would, not might, result. 

First, He would de�nitely be busy preparing a place for those He loved and died for to come and 

join Him at some point in the future. Second, to cause this outcome to occur, Jesus Himself would 

return to facilitate the relocation process. Well, surely where Jesus is and thus takes His followers to 

would be referred to as “home.”

No, this is not merely my supposition; this in fact is biblical interpretation. Paul quite con�dently 

proclaims in 2 Corinthians 5:8, “In fact, we are con�dent, and we would prefer to be away from 

the body and at home with the Lord.” So, whether we join Jesus via His Second Coming or 

through the mechanism of physical death, our destination is  “home,” not primarily because of the 

location, but because of the One who will be there with us for all eternity.

Home is Where the Heart Is

While I am overwhelmingly convinced that the new heavens and new earth revealed by John 

will be of a splendor our minds cannot comprehend, splendor alone does not make a home. The 

presence of our King is what will make it home.

Prior to the passing of both my parents, I cherished returning “home” to Mississippi for the 

Christmas holidays. That area of North Mississippi wasn’t home because of the holidays, the 

incredible food that would be consumed, and the thoughtful gifts that would be received. 

Mississippi was home because Mom and Dad were there, along with my sister and her family, my 

aunts, uncles, cousins, and those who had married into the tribe. The people made it  “home!”

When you think of MBCH, let your mind immediately turn to this concept of  “home.”  Whether it 

involves one of our therapy group homes, transitional living apartments or group homes, maternity 

homes, intellectually and developmentally disabled adult homes, or any of our 450+ foster care 

homes, the goal is the same: to create a Christian “home” experience for each of those in our care.

Thank you so much that you a�ord us the great privilege of being able to provide something that is 

so vital for us in the human experience… home.

May our Lord and our God bless you abundantly this Christmas season!

No Place Like Home
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At Missouri Baptist Children’s Home, our shared 

foundation of faith empowers us to incorporate spiritual 

well-being into our care, leading to more complete 

healing and lasting change. Our uni�ed sta� of trained 

professionals integrates our faith seamlessly with 

their expertise, allowing them to go further in their 

professional roles by addressing the spiritual roots of 

need and o�ering faith-based guidance for healing and 

restoration. We asked our teams how they live out this 

commitment daily.

FaithIn Action

Question: How does your team 
incorporate their faith into their work? 

We believe prayer is essential to our mission. We ask you to 

partner with us because it provides the strength and wisdom 

our teams need daily, and it is the key to achieving true healing 

and lasting change for the families we serve. Thank you for 

continuing to pray for our regional locations.

Lowe-Frillman Campus (Bridgeton)

Sta� and Morale: Pray that our team members know they 

are loved, supported, and valued, and that they feel a sense of 

accomplishment in their di�cult work.

For Families: Pray for reduced worry and anxiety for the families 

we serve, and for increased access to needed resources.

Systemic Needs: Pray for case workers, therapists, juvenile 

o�cers, foster parents, relatives and judges collaborated e�orts 

to safely reunify our clients back to their families. 

Byrne Campus (Peculiar), Hutchens Campus (Mt. Vernon), 

The Branches at Brookline (Springfield)

Organizational Focus: Pray for wisdom and guidance as we embark 

on new programs and for the safety and endurance of the sta�.

For Clients: Pray for two client families facing grave health issues 

and for open hearts in all clients to embrace healing and success.

For Partners: Pray for harmony and e�ective teamwork with 

schools and local agencies, and for the stability of long-term 

Support Coordinators.

Joplin O�ce

For the Team: Pray for strength, endurance, patience, and calm 

as they navigate challenging days and serve families. Ask for 

unity and collaboration within the o�ce.

For the Families: Pray for peace, healing, and restoration for the 

families, and for openness and compassion for foster parents 

during di�cult seasons.

For Partners: Pray for positive relationships with judges and case 

workers, and for the provision of quality resources in the community.

Springfield O�ce

Program & Team: Pray for success and wisdom as programs 

grow, and for general support for the teams who have faced a 

hard year.

Critical Needs: Pray speci�cally for healing and hope for those 

struggling with addiction and mental health issues, and for 

securing good placement options.

Case Management: Pray for strong, positive relationships 

between case managers, judges, and teams, and for wisdom in 

determining the best path forward in complex cases.

Thank you! Your prayers are essential as we 
support vulnerable children, youth and families. 

PrayerPrayerIs Powerful

All of the teams incorporate faith through prayer before 

meetings and daily devotions with youth, while the Stronger 

Family Services sta� additionally post a weekly scripture for 

sta� re�ection while tackling weekly challenges.

Lowe-Frillman Team

Sta� live out their faith by supporting clients through 

di�cult times, sharing conversations about faith, 

conducting daily devotions, and providing church resources 

and prayer support to clients and their families.

Byrne & Hutchens Team

Team members incorporate faith by holding a prayer 

meeting every Wednesday morning, praying for each other, 

their teams, the judge, and their cases.

Spring�eld Team

Our teams incorporate their faith into their work by sharing 

personal faith journeys and praying with and for each other, 

which fosters mutual growth.

Joplin Team

Our team incorporates their faith into every facet of their 

work. They approach our mission through a lens of spiritual 

growth and unwavering trust in God’s plan, ensuring 

that every service we o�er is all-inclusive and spiritually 

grounded. Facing challenges, they don’t retreat; instead, 

they actively “lean fully into God’s plan,” con�dent that we 

will witness His provision. This deep faith allows them to 

serve with genuine compassion and reverence for every 

single individual who walks through our doors.

The LIGHT House Team
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The YearThe YearIn ReviewIn Review

The Branches at Brookline, Springfield
• Enriched the lives of residents by hosting special events, 

including securing dresses for all ladies to attend Night to Shine 
and providing a rewarding Intellectually & Developmentally 
Disabled (IDD) retreat.

Springfield O�ce
• Celebrated outstanding success in permanency outcomes across 

both Family Foster Care contracts! Missouri Alliance for Children & 
Families contract achieved 29 permanencies, and Greater Ozark 
Coalition contract achieved an impressive 51 permanencies, 
surpassing their annual goal of 33 as early as July!

Joplin O�ce
• Held the �rst annual Power of Family Celebration in October 

2025 to honor successfully reuni�ed families, featuring games, 
food, activities, and community and church partnerships.

• Helped 71 children exit the foster care system and reach 
permanency (reuni�cation, adoption, or guardianship) during 
the contractual year of October 2024–September 2025.

• Successfully navigated a smooth and successful transition in 
leadership at the Joplin o�ce, thanks to the exceptional support 
and teamwork of the Joplin sta�.

Lowe-Fillman Campus, Bridgeton
• Launched the new Stronger Family Services (SFS) program, 

designed to strengthen and support families in times of 
challenge, and immediately deployed resources for disaster relief.

• The SFS team began accepting referrals in July 2025, which 
coincided with the devastating tornado in the St. Louis area, 
allowing the team to o�er immediate care, resources, and 
hope to displaced families.

• The SFS team connected with over 80 families, directly 
serving over 30 families by providing access to meaningful 
resources (housing, food, clothing, etc.), while simultaneously 
forging lasting relationships with key community partners 
(state agencies, nonpro�ts, family court, etc.).

Byrne Campus, Peculiar
• Launched the “Happy Bottoms” diaper distribution, successfully 

serving not only Home Visitation clients but also reaching an 
additional 39 families in the Cass county region.

• Received substantial community support when up to 30 
volunteers from a local church completed campus projects, 
hosted a cookout, and played games with clients, leading to 
increased external interest in participating in the Intellectually & 
Developmentally Disabled (IDD) program and client interaction.

What an electrifying year it has been! We are bursting with excitement to celebrate the monumental successes and incredible blessings 

that de�ned the last twelve months. Every permanency outcome, every family strengthened, and every goal surpassed is a testament 

to the hard work and dedication of our team and the phenomenal support of our partners. We are overwhelmed with gratitude for the 

amazing things God has done through our ministry, allowing us to launch new initiatives, connect with more families than ever before, 

and deepen our impact in the community. As you have walked alongside us every step of the way, we now invite you—our cherished 

supporters—to celebrate this outstanding year of growth, triumph, and unwavering faithfulness with us!

2025Successes
2025Challenges Overcome
Lowe-Frillman Campus: The overwhelming challenge of mass 

housing loss after the tornado became our opportunity to forge 

resilient community solutions. Through sta� vigilance and crucial 

collaboration, we quickly developed and scaled a reliable network 

to meet every immediate family need, proving that adaptation is 

the key to essential achievement.

Byrne Campus: The primary ongoing challenge at our IDD home 

is insu�cient space, which necessitates expanding and relocating 

the o�ce area to ensure adequate privacy for con�dential client 

conversations and medication administration, as well as to provide 

more room to move around; although a solution has not yet been 

�nalized, sta� are actively working to address this need by reaching 

out within their personal networks and remain positive that a 

resolution will be secured soon.

Springfield O�ce: The challenge of placing older youth with 

complex needs became our opportunity for creative, high-impact 

recruitment. Thanks to our TFC Recruiter’s exciting, out-of-the-box 

community outreach, this persistent challenge is being actively 

overcome, already yielding 8 critical Treatment Family Care 

respite homes to meet a tremendous regional need. The challenge 

continues, but our positive, persistent momentum is yielding life-

changing results.

Joplin O�ce: The surge in demand for Department of Mental 

Health (DMH) services and increased hospital stays became a 

powerful opportunity to test and prove our resourcefulness. Our 

challenge was met with collaborative teamwork, both internally 

and with DMH Community Services. We e�ectively shared resources, 

secured appropriate foster placements and services, and ensured 

24/7 coverage for all critical care needs.

We are profoundly grateful to you for investing 
your resources to provide HOPE, HEALING AND 

RESTORATION in 2025. We look forward, with 
great excitement and renewed commitment, to 
the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead, 
trusting in God’s continued guidance as we strive to 
strengthen and serve even more families.

Thank you!
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Looking Ahead: Our Ambitious 2026 Goals
Inspired by faith and driven by urgent community needs, we 

challenged our four regions to de�ne their most ambitious 2026 

goals. The responses re�ect an extraordinary commitment to 

deepening our impact, expanding our capacity, and ensuring 

every child has a path toward hope. From launching new specialized 

programs and stabilizing operations to becoming resource hubs, 

achieving this vision requires strategic investment, robust community 

partnerships, and the essential foundation of prayer. Together, we can 

turn these aspirations into reality.

How You Can Help Us Achieve Our 2026 Vision
These ambitious goals are promises to the families we serve, and 

realizing them requires community support. Your partnership directly 

fuels our mission: investing in leadership for TFC growth, providing 

the tangible donations needed, or helping build robust community 

partnerships to stock a resource hub. Above all, we ask you to join us 

in constant prayer, lifting up those considering the call to foster. Your 

support transforms these vital aspirations into reality.

mbchmbchUpcoming Events

Women’s Ministry Training Clinic
April 23-24, 2026

Thur, 6 pm - 9 pm; Fri, 8:45 am - 3 pm
AmericInn, Branson, MO

For more information:

mbch.org/womens-ministry-events

417.529.0724

Perfectly Unique Retreat for Women
May 1-2, 2026
Fri, 6 pm - 9 pm; Sat, 9 am - 3 pm
AmericInn, Branson, MO

For more information:

mbch.org/womens-ministry-events

417.529.0724

Register

GOALS20
26

Goal: The Stronger Family Services program is focused on becoming 

the community’s premier “One-Stop Shop,” ensuring no family goes 

without necessary resources. This involves dramatically expanding 

both material aid (achieving an over�ow of bus passes, clothing, 

and hygiene items) and educational opportunities (signi�cantly 

increasing parenting training, Parent Cafes, and expert speakers). 

Their success will solidify their role as the central connection point, 

generating an over�ow of referrals from the community and partners.

Goal: To dramatically increase capacity by growing licensed 

foster homes (targeting elementary/teens) and expanding our 

Treatment Family Care (TFC) program. This focused growth is key 

to achieving more successful family reuni�cations and developing 

innovative new support services.

JOPLIN OFFICE

Goal: To signi�cantly grow and strengthen its Treatment Family 

Care (TFC) program by focusing on key policy updates and program 

development. This growth relies critically on the strategic investment 

in a new Director position tasked with overseeing TFC and leading 

this necessary expansion and quality enhancement work.

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE

LOWE-FRILLMAN CAMPUS

Goal: Aim for operational stability and innovation by successfully 

launching and stabilizing a structured Transitional Living Program 

(TLP) and developing a Day Hab initiative.  To sustain high 

engagement in their home-based program, the campus critically 

needs donations of tangible items (wipes, books, toys) to facilitate 

e�ective family skill-building.

BYRNE & HUTCHENS CAMPUS

Joyful Retreat for Intellectually & 

Developmentally Disabled (IDD) 
September 18-20, 2026

Fri, 3 pm - 9 pm; Sat, 9 am-9 pm; 
Sun, 9 am - Noon

For more information:

dawn.hensley@mbch.org

Register: mbch.org/joyful-retreat (after 1/1/26)

mbch.org/events

Branson Stars
April 18, 2026
10 am - 12 pm
Clay Cooper Theater, Branson, MO

For more information contact Special Events:

specialevents@mbch.org

417.410.9033

Buy tickets at: mbch.org/branson-stars

Strawberry Festival
June 13, 2026
First Baptist Church, Arnold, MO

For more information contact Special Events:

specialevents@mbch.org

mbch.org/strawberry-festival/

417.410.9033

Golfers For Kids
May 8, 2026

Norwoods Golf Course, Hannibal, MO

For more information:

mbch.org/golfers-for-kids

417.410.9033

Missouri Quilt Festival
September 26, 2026
The Quilted Cow, Raymore, MO

For more information:

mbch.org/missouri-quilt-festival

Register

Register

Register

Learn More

Register

Learn More
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Merry
Christmas
Merry

Christmas

Jan Freiheit (Rockford, IL); Timothy Gerrels (Russellville); 

Mary Ann Ivie (Je�erson City); Steve Koenigsfeld 

(Centertown); Tom Koestner (Russellville); Nancy Kruse 

(Russellville); James Morrow (Eldon); Sydney Morrow 

(Je�erson City); David Morrow (Russellville); Kay Payne 

(Je�erson City); Patricia Shireman (Houstonia); G. 

Smith (Russellville); Michael Smith (Russellville); Glen 

Steenbergen (Russellville); Robert Sullens (Lohman); Tom 

Ward (Je�erson City); Bill Wyss (Lohman); Community 

Point Bank (Russellville); H & D Heating and AC 

(Russellville); Page-Dady Funeral Homes, LLC (Sedalia)

Louell Miner by First Baptist (Sikeston)

Bette Joan Nall by First Baptist (Sikeston)

Dorothy Nelson by Charles Brown (Louisiana)

Gary Noisworthy by First Baptist (Sikeston)

Jim Oberlies by William McGavran (Spring�eld); PEP - 

Macedonia Baptist (Spring�eld)

Jenifer Ponder by Phil Gerding (Paducah, KY)

Bonnie Popp by Virginia Brinker (Mexico); James 

Cox (Martinsburg); Greg Fort (Martinsburg); Mike 

Gentzsch (Columbia); Brenda Haden (Mexico); Kent 

Haden (Mexico); Jerry James (Spring�eld); Paul 

Kle�ner (Je�erson City); Kathryn Nowlin (Mexico); 

Patty O’Trimble (Oskaloosa, KS); Ginny Raney (Mexico); 

Margie Shoush (Macon); Mary Jane Smithey (Mexico); 

Jack Willingham (Mexico)

Barbara Rhymer by Imogene Holland (Licking)

Carol Robey by Morgan Brown (Kansas City); Donald 

Dawson (Kansas City); Carol Dehart (St Joseph); Robert 

Ferrara (Gladstone); Wendy Guhr (Des Peres); Leslie 

Huntley (Pleasant Valley); John Hutcherson (Gladstone); 

Jeanne Janchar (Kansas City); Keela Katzer (Manhattan, 

KS); Christopher Martin (Kansas City); Howard Mullins 

(Manchester); Mary Niemeier (Kansas City); Carolyn 

Sauer (Parkville); Elaine Stubbs (Edgerton); Ray Webb 

(Lee’s Summit); Lario Yerino (Kansas City); Greater KC 

Community Foundation (Kansas City)

Ken Robinett by PEP - Macedonia Baptist (Spring�eld)

Honorariums & MemorialHonorariums & Memorial
Honorariums
62nd Wedding Anniversary by Sharon Alexander 

(Birch Tree)

Clo by Summersville Baptist (Summersville)

Esther Weddington by Martha Braun (Spring�eld)

Memorials
Evelyn Adams by Washita Baptist (Farmington)

Don Alexander by First Baptist (Farmington)

James Anders by Joyce Anders (Rushville)

Robert and Mary Barton by Charles Brown 

(Louisiana)

Betty Jane Brokaw by Summit Woods Baptist (Lee’s 

Summit)

Joann Brown’s sister by JoEtta Gleason (Green�eld)

Ken Brown by Charles Brown (Louisiana)

Leland Co�er by First Baptist (Sikeston)

Georgia Coleman by Rick Fox (Mexico)

Beverly Ann Corum by MO Federation of Womens 

Democratic Clubs (Harrisonville)

Carla Crawford by Larry and Susie Sees (La Plata)

Ryan Dowell by First Baptist (Farmington)

Karen Dowling by First Baptist (Sikeston)

Rev Bill Dudley by First Baptist (Leeton)

Eric Faircloth by Harvey Faircloth (Park Hills)

Francis Harter by Kurt Boehm (Wright City); Anita 

Corradini (Collinsville, IL); Mark Je�eries (St. Louis)

Jim Henson by Mary Beth Henson (Ironton)

Bob Hooper by First Baptist (Sikeston)

Donna Hoover by Order of the Eastern Star, Fulton 

Chapter 35 (Bland)

Harry Huse by William and Mary Ann Ronan (St. Charles)

Linda Lindsay by Charlotte Reifsteck (Independence)

Patricia Lorenz by Maxine and Steve Brown 

(Spring�eld); Julie Ervin (Seymour)

Denzil L. Morrow by Vanessa Beauchamp (Je�erson 

City); Anna Bond-Curtis (Eldon); Don Fahrni (Russellville); 

William Kenneth (Ken) Roller by Harold Finke 

(Green Ridge); Cheryl Parker (Everton); Green�eld 

Funeral Home (Green�eld); Sharon Welch (Seymour); 

Max Wilson (Everton)

Willard Rose by First Baptist (Farmington)

Joanne M Royer by Donald Elliott (Lake Placid, 

FL); Melba Hamilton (Dade City, FL); Paula Allison 

(Je�erson City); Judith Branstetter (Je�erson City); 

Larry Brizendine (Je�erson City); Lauren Cameron 

(Je�erson City); Estella Christiansen (Je�erson City); 

Lanny Crawford (Je�erson City); Steve Dallmeyer 

(Je�erson City); Nancy Forbis-Bonnot (Je�erson City); 

Danny Green (Je�erson City); James Green (Je�erson 

City); Timothy Herrmann (Je�erson City); Robert Krattli 

(Je�erson City); John Marrs (Lake Placid, FL); Russell 

Martin (Saint Charles); Wendell Mitchell (Je�erson 

City); Sydney Morrow (Je�erson City); Donald Paddock 

(Newalla, OK); Willam Reichard (Je�erson City); James 

Royer (Je�erson City); Scott Spencer (Je�erson City); 

Dorothy Stidham (Lake Placid, FL); Thomas Thompson 

(Je�erson City); Mark Towner (Je�erson City); Winter-

Dent (Je�erson City)

Sale Shy by Eleanore Warner (Brownsburg, IN)

William Skaggs by Marilyn Scoggins (Saint Peters)

(Clara) Beth Snowden by Sue Moore (Indepedence); 

Phyllis Muckey (Lee’s Summit); Steven Pernice (Lee’s 

Summit); CG Inreach (Lee’s Summit)

Paul Stone by Eleanore Warner (Brownsburg, IN)

Dennis Todd by First Baptist (Farmington)

Loy M Vanderpool by Mark Vanderpool (Pleasant 

Hill); William Lauderdale (Forsyth)

John Warner by Eleanore Warner (Brownsburg, IN)

Gay Wilkinson by First Baptist (Farmington)

Timmy Williams by Beverly Mattli (Fayette)

Vernell Williams by Sandy Atkinson (Je�erson City)

Honorarium and memorials received 

August 1, 2025 - October 31, 2025.

Hygiene Items
• Hand soap (pump)
• Products and supplies 
for African American 
hair: Edge control gel, 
Edge control brush/
comb, military brushes, 
wave cap/durag, satin 
bonnets 

• Tampons
• Lotion
• Shampoo & conditioner 
(male & female)

• Axe men’s gift sets
• Bath & Body Works gift 
sets

Baby Items
• Diapers (size 1, 5, 6) 
• Pull ups (girls 2T-3T, 3T-
4T, 4T-5T)

• Baby wipes
• Baby wash/shampoo

Missouri Baptist Children’s HomeWish List
• Diaper cream
• Baby lotion
• Baby brushes/combs/
nail kits

• Baby bath towels/wash 
cloths

• Crib sheets
• Swaddle blankets
• Baby bottle brushes
• Educational/
developmental toys  (no 
stu�ed animals please)

• Sleepers/onesies/
clothes 0-3 mos. & 9-12 
mos (girl & boy)

Cleaning Items
• Dryer sheets
• Liquid laundry soap
• Dish soap
• Air fresheners

Household Items
• Pizza pans

• Bath towels, hand 
towels, wash cloths

• Bed pillows (new only)
• Ziploc™ bags (all sizes)

 Clothing
• Leggings (all sizes) 
• Sweatpants (male/
female- all sizes)

• T-shirts (male and 
female, short sleeved, 
sizes small-2X)

• Clothes/sleepers: girls/
boys (0-3 M, 9-12 M, 12-
18 M, 2T, 3T, 5, 12-14)

• Girls underwear (2T/3T, 
6, 10, 16)

• Women’s underwear 
(4/5, 6, 8, 10)

• Boys underwear (4/5, 
6/7, 8, 10/12, 12/14, 14/16)

• Men’s underwear (M, 
L, X-L)

For questions or to 
drop o�/mail items, or 
to volunteer, contact 
Von Hulin at von.
hulin@mbch.org or 
314.739.6811, ext. 1368.

• Pajamas: (boys/girls/
men/women - all sizes)

• Socks (boys, men’s 
ankle or no show 
-white or black)

• Socks (infant, toddler)

General
• Work gloves
• Paint brushes
• Trash/yard 55 gal. 
waste cans

Needs List
Home Visitation Services

• Baby wipes
• Books (infants - PreK)
• Sensory toys
• Developmental toys 
(infants - 5 years old)

• Baby wash/shampoo
• Diaper rash cream
• Baby bottles (new, no glass)
• Swaddle blankets
• Onsies/sleepers (NB - 24M)

For questions or make 
arrangements to mail or 
drop o� items, call the 
Byrne Campus in Peculiar 
(816) 779-5173.

Help is needed to support 
Home Visitation Services 
families. This program 
supports families with 
children ages birth to 5 
years old.  
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Merry
Christmas
Merry

Christmas

Client NeedsClient Needs

Amazon 
List

Walmart 
List

• Hand soap 
• Travel size dish soap
• Bath towels for adults
• Wash cloths (adults & babies)
• Cantu shampoo/conditioner & kids
• Deodorant (men & women)
• Diapers (NB & size 7 only)
• Unscented baby wipes
• Body wash for adults
• Coconut oil - unre�ned
• Laundry detergent
• Razors
• Shaving cream
• Body lotion
• Hair combs
• Hair brush
• Hair accessories
• Tooth paste
• Tooth brush
• Tampons
• Feminine Maxi Pads

Celebrating 40 Years of Service 
and a New Beginning!

What an incredible milestone! This past October, The 
LIGHT House celebrated its 40th Birthday with an 
inspiring open house for our amazing new location on 

Troost in Kansas City. It was truly a joy to honor four 
decades of impactful ministry and celebrate �nally 
moving into a space that is fully our own.

This new building is strategically located right in 
the neighborhood where many of our clients live, 
positioning us for an abundance of yet-to-be-discovered 
opportunities to deepen our impact on the community. 
The sta� are incredibly excited about this new chapter 
and what is in store for The LIGHT House. Here’s to many 
more years of shining a light!

MinistryMinistryHighlights

Support 
the Hope For 

Tomorrow campaign and 
help us o�er Hope through 
The LIGHT House in 2026?

A Year of Resilience, Grace, and Gratitude
This past year was de�ned by signi�cant change and unwavering faith. 
Our organization faced a range of challenges—from sta�ng shortages 
and increased social complexities within our maternity home to personal 
and medical hurdles among our dedicated team.

Yet, through it all, God and our mission remained steadfast. Our team 
adapted with profound strength and compassion, ensuring not a single 
client experienced a lapse in service. Safety—physical, emotional, and 
spiritual—remained our absolute priority. We are incredibly proud that 
despite every obstacle, our doors stayed open, and we continued to serve, 
support, and uplift those who rely on us.

Pressing Into Faith
This was also a year of deep spiritual growth. Navigating personal 
struggles, organizational transitions, and the major move into our new 
facility meant we had to lean fully into God’s plan. We were powerfully 
reminded that every challenge is an opportunity to trust more deeply and 
witness God’s provision in unexpected ways.

Behind the scenes, we made key investments to strengthen our care:

• We developed a new children’s counseling program.

• We expanded cross-training to ensure holistic care for every family.

• We committed signi�cant time to ensuring our sta� is up-to-date 

with the latest social work practices.

Looking Ahead to 2026: Our New Chapter
Our hearts are �lled with anticipation as we step into 2026 in our new 
space. This facility o�ers new opportunities to strengthen the families we 
serve and engage more fully with the Troost community.

We have welcomed new team members to our residential program, 
bringing a rich blend of experience and energy. Our main focus for the 
year ahead will be establishing new, sustainable rhythms in our current 
location while pursuing organizational accreditation.

Our Prayers and Needs
We continue to pray for the resources necessary to meet the diverse 
needs of our clients—from physical safety and food security to housing 
stability and healthy family development. We are trusting that God will 
provide what we need to sustain and expand this vital work.

We are deeply thankful for every prayer, word of encouragement, and act 
of generosity. Your continued engagement fuels our mission and sustains 
the hope we bring to families every day. Together, we walk in faith, serve 
with compassion, and trust in God’s perfect plan.

Partner with Us for Hope For Tomorrow
Moving into our new facility brings increased 
operational and �nancial responsibility. 
Your �nancial partnership is critical to 
sustaining and expanding the essential 
services we provide in this new chapter.

Give today!
mbch.org/h4t

Julie Ball, LMSW
Vice-President, 
The LIGHT House
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